HISTORICAL STUDY AND ITS STAGES

The expansion of the field of historical study and the
growing public interest in Indian history have necessitated
specialization. Each historian or research worker selects his
own neld and concentrates his efforts on an epoch, a personage
cr an event and by his thorough investigation brings them into
historical relief to the best of his ability and resources; but
the comprehensive historical surveys are generally effected
through co-operative effort These surveys cannot be said to
have covered the entire field or represented anything but a
nsere fraction of the knowledge that has been unearthed,
although they may be the essence of the specialized efforts
made by individual scholars. They are incomplete, not foi
any want of ability or knowledge on the part of their authors,
but OB account of the limitations of space and study. Besides,
ssevr discoveries and revised interpretations have continued to
be en the increase as the natural consequence of the ever grow-
ing facilities for study and the extension of the fidd of histori-
cal sources. Furthermore, the authors of these surveys afce
prone to the same human weaknesses and shortcomings as
characterize individual scholars.

The interests of the age Sfle generally reflected in its
historical writings. Prior to the present scientific age, histori-
cal works were mainly devoted to politics with special
emphasis on Mro-worship. But in the modem democratic
age the complex nature of society has become more evident
and consequently the economic and sociological features of
history have assumed greater importance than in the past
These interests are also receiving increasing prominence because
of their inuaedkte asd practical influence on the modern life.
Historical studies of national culture with special reference to
commerce, industry, art and allied subjects are now having
attention with the dynastic and political history. The